INTRODUCTION
Ficus arnottiana Miq. syn. Urostigma arnottiana (FamilyMoraceae) is also known as (English) Indian rock fig, (Hindi) Paras Pipal and (Sanskrit) Paarshva-pipla, Plaksha. [1] Its leaves are used in stomach ulcers. [2] The present investigation deals with the qualitative and quantitative microscopic evaluation of the leaf material and establishment of its quality parameters, including physicochemical and phytochemical evaluation.
MaTERIaLS aND METhODS

Collection and authentication of leaves
Leaves of Ficus arnottiana were collected from the garden of Primary Health Center, Gadhaka near Rajkot, Gujarat, in July 2010. Herbariums and voucher sample were prepared and deposited in Department of Pharmacognosy, R. K. College of Pharmacy (Voucher no. RKCP/COG/06/2010). Authentication was done by Dr. A. N. Pandey, Department of Biosciences, Saurashtra University.
Pharmacognostic studies
Morphology of fresh leaves of Ficus arnottiana was studied. Photomicrography of stained and unstained transverse sections of fresh leaves was performed using USB camera and software. Leaf constants were established using camera lucida. The leaves were dried under shade, powdered to 60#, stored in airtight containers and used for powder study and quantitative microscopy ( Table 1) . [3] Physico-chemical evaluation Various physico-chemical parameters like loss on drying, ash values (total ash, water soluble ash and acid-insoluble ash) and extractive values (water soluble, alcohol soluble and petroleum ether soluble extractives) were established using the powdered drug (Table 2) . [4] Phytochemical study
The powder was extracted separately with 500 ml each of distilled water and alcohol at 70 °C for two hours each. Various phytoconstituents present in the leaves were detected by their respective chemical tests using the appropriate extracts (Table 3) . [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] 
RESULTS aND DISCUSSION
Pharmacognostic study
Macroscopical characteristics
Leaves are simple, 7.5-15 cm × 3.2-6.3 cm, ovate-oblong or elliptic-lanceolate, apex acuminate, margin wavy, surface 
